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officially announced  to the public of Por t -  
glasgow that  a list of the midwives thus 
recognised by the Local Author i ty  can be 
obtained from the  Heal th  Visi tor  at the Publ'ic 
Heal th  Office. 

The  scheme has obtained the endor semen t  
of the Centra l  Midwives Boa rd  for  Scot land.  
It is a very  modes t  scheme,  but  at  least it does 
something definite towards  encouraging  the 
pract ice  of proper ly  t ra ined  and cert i f icated 

midwives. 

T H E  P U B L I C  H E A L T H  ( I N F L U E N Z A )  

R E G U L A T I O N S ,  1918. 
By 

J. P. WALKER, M.D., D.P.H. ,  
Coun ty  Medical Officer for  the Isle of Wight .  

Of the measures  passed for  the ameliorat ion 
of public health in the last few years ,  especially 
f rom the point of view of prevent ion  of disease, 
few can have had a g rea te r  prospect  of useful- 
hess, or a shor te r  life, than the Public  Heal th  
(Influenza) Regulat ions,  1918, a n d  the Public 
Heal th  (Influenza) Regula t ions  (No. 2), 1918, 

the fo rm er  by Genera l  Orde r  No. 65,103 being 
issued on November  18th, 1918, and the la t ter  
by Genera l  Orde r  No. 65,109 on November  
22nd, 1918; they came into force  on November  
25th, 1918, and were  revoked by Genera l  Orde r  

No. 65,277 on May 6th, 1919. 
Influenza of a ve ry  serious type was preva- 

lent at  the t ime these Reguldt ions were 
introduced,  and it was cons idered  desirable tha t  
in " places of public e n t e r t a i n m e n t "  the 
en t e r t a inmen t  should not be carr ied o n  for  
more  than three  hours  wi thout  an interval  of 
at  least  th i r ty  minutes  between any two enter-  
ta inments ,  dur ing which t ime the place must  
" be effectually and  thoroughly  venti lated."  

Po wer  was given to a Local  Author i ty  on the 
advice of thei r  Medical  Officer of Heal th ,  
signified in writing, to relax these requ i rements  
on conditions de te rmined  by t h e  Local  

Authori ty .  
The  Public Heal th  (Influenza) Regulat ions  

(No. 2), 1918, r e fe r r ed  not  to the  theat res ,  music 
halls, places forpubl ics inging,  dancing or music, 
or o the r  places of en t e r t a inmen t  or  amusement ,  
brat only to " places for  c inematograph  exhibi- 

t ion," and provided that  in such places the 
period of consecut ive  en te r t a inmen t  may nor: 
be car r ied  on for  more than four  hours, without  
the previously ment ioned interval  for  ventilation. 
Pe rhaps  their  mos t  useful clause was Article 
II., which provided t h a t "  

" W h e r e  in any District ,  or, as regards  a 
a Rural  Distr ict ,  any con t r ibu to ry  place in 
any district,  notice has been g iven  to the 
propr ie tor  or  left  at the office of a cinemato-  
graph exhibi t ion that  a pub l ic  e l emen ta ry  
school in the distr ict  or con t r ibu tory  place 
has been temporar i ly  closed on account  of the 
prevalence of Influenza,  children shall not be 
admit ted to tha t  exhibition dur ing the 
cont inuance  of the closure of any such 
school." 

It  is well known that  the impure a tmosphere  
of a closely-packed cinema furnishes  an a lmost  
ideal combinat ion of fac tors  for  the rapid 
spread of the var ious  infect ious diseases to 
which a juvenile population is  peculiarly sus- 
cept ible;  an in teres t ing  art icle in the "Medica l  
Off icer"  recen t ly  drew at tent ion to the neces- 
sity for  improving the venti lat ion of such places, 
and, calling for  a prescribed s tandard  of 
efficiency, suggested a minimum space per per- 
son of 120 cubic feet.  

The  epidemic of Influenza in the Isle of 
Wight  was a lmost  o~;~er before  these Regula t ions  
of 1918 came into force, and in only one instance 
to my knowledge was advantage  taken of 
Article II. (1) of the Public  Heal th  (Influenza) 
Regulat ions  (No. 2), 1918. 

It was felt, however,  tha t  the withdrawal of 
such sa lu tary  Regulat ions  was a step in the 
wrong direct ion,  unless superseded by some- 
thing be t te r  still, and the Isle of Wight  County  
Council on nay suggestion f ramed and passed a 
resolut ion ear!y  in June,  1919, asking the Local  
G o v e r n m e n t  Board  to re- in t roduce  them. A 
reply was received f rom the B o a r d  on 3une 
26th, 1919, saying that  the represen ta t ion  of 
the Isle of Wigh t  County  Council had been 
noted, and added " t h a t  the quest ion of 
measures  for  prevent ing  the spread of infec- 
tious disease in places of public en te r t a inmen t  
is at  present  under  invest igat ion."  

In o rder  to secure a cont inuat ion of the 
Regula t ions  now revoked, and to extend, if 
possible, s u c h  measures  for  the prevent ion of 
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the spread of other infectious diseases, negotia- 
tions have recently been carried on between 
the local holders of stage play anti cinemato- 
graph exhibition licences, the solicitor repre- 
senting the Cinematograph Exhibitors' Asso- 
ciation, and representatives of the Isle of Wight 
County Council, with the result that every 
holder of a ticence for a stage play or cinemato- 
graph exhibition has now given the following 
undertaldng in writing before a renewal of 
licence was granted :--  

" I hereby undertake in the event of a stage 
play or cinematograph ticence being granted 
to me, that I wilt, if required by the County 
Medical Officer of Health or the Medical 
Officer of the District in which the building 
is situated, refuse admission to school children 
whenever in the opinion of such Medical 
Officer the prevalence of any infectious 
disease in the neighbourhood renders this 
course desirable, and the Public Elementary 
Schools have been closed." 

This undertaking is not endorsed on the licence 
itself. Should it be broken, however, there is 
no obligation on the County Council to renew 
~che licence when the next annual period of 
revision comes round. 

A more effective power than that of the 
Public Health (Influenza) Regulations of 1918 
is now capable of being put into force in the 
Isle of Wight, one that covers other diseases 
besides Influenza, and one that affects the 
attendance of school children at theatres as 
well as at cinematograph exhibitions. Well 
used it may be productive of much good in the 
prevention of infectious disease. 

It is an example that may usefully be copied 
elsewhere, taldng into consideration who were 
parties to the negotiations for the undertakings 
given. 

In view of the tong and valuable services 
which Sir John MacAlister has rendered to the 
Royal Society of Medicine as its secretary,  
and in order  to congratulate him on the honour 
of knighthood which he has recently received, 
the council of the society have decided to give 
him a complimentary dinner. This will be held 
at the Connaught Rooms on Thursday,  18th 
March, 1920,when it is hoped there wilt be a large 
gathering of Fellows and members of sections, 
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SOCIETY OF MEDICAL O F F I C E R S  
OF H E A L T H .  

COUNCIL IVIEETING. 

A meeting of the Council was held at the 
house of the Society on Friday, November 21st, 
1919. There were present Prof.  H. R. Kenwood 
(in the chair), Prof. A. Bostock Hill, Drs. 
Sanders, C. Porter ,  Cares, G. F. Buchan, 
J. T. C. Nash, Kirkhope, Stirk, Ridley Bailey, 
Lyster;  Snell, Vei tch  Clark, Joseph a n d  

Howarth. 
Apologies for absence were received from 

Drs. Barlow, E. .M. Smith, McMaster, Hem- 

brough, and Kerr. 
Correspondence.--(1)  Dr. E. M. Smith tele- 

graphed a suggestion that during present 
difficulties of travel council and general 
meetings Should occasionally be held at 
convenient provincial centres, e.g., Man- 
chester, Sheffield, or Nottingham. After 
discussion, it was decided that the 
majority of members preferred London 

as the place of meeting. 
(2) The Secretary of the Unhealthy Areas 

Committee of the Ministry of Health 
wrote asking if the Society would nomi- 
nate witnesses with expert  knowledge of 
the problems involved. I t  was decided 
to submit the names of Prof. E. W. 
Hope, Prof. John Robertson, and Dr. T. 
Shodick Higgins. 

(3) Dr. Sidney Lawrence, on behalf of the 
Society of Members of the RoyaI Col- 
lege of Surgeons, wrote offering terms 
for the accommodation of that Society 
at 1, Upper Montague Street. The 
Executive Secretary was instructed to 
discuss the matter  fur ther  with Dr. 
Lawrence, and to report  to the Council 
in due course. 

(4) Dr. Barlow, Dr. C. Porter ,  Dr. Veitch 
Clark and others wrote drawing attention 
to the proposed formation of an Asso- 
ciation of Medical Officers of Maternity 
and Child Welfare Centres. It was 
agreed that the multiplicationof societies 
of medical officers holding public health 
appointments was undesirable, and that 
every opportunity should be taken to 


